REGILDING THE CRESCENT
wildfire.     Great   merchants  and   small   shop-
keepers, with the  Guilds  of the Porters and
Lightermen,, gave it their unqualified support.
It was thus observed by those who could afford
it and by those who could not, in either case
with scrupulous allegiance.    Its first phase was
the tabooing of the red cloth fez, the official
headgear all over the country, nine-tenths of
which were manufactured at Vienna.    This was
promptly discarded in favour of others of native
manufacture,, such as I saw being made at the
imperial  cloth  factory at  Herekd,  or for the
kalpack of black astrakhan.    Then followed a
general boycott  of Austrian vessels,  simulta-
neously prescribed at Constantinople, Smyrna,
Salonika, Jaffa and Beyrout.    Ship after ship of
the Austrian  Lloyd   line tried in vain,  with
bribery or with threats, to discharge their cargo.
They were eventually compelled to return to
Trieste, not one ton the lighter.  In vain, Marquis
Pallavicini, the  Austrian Ambassador,  remon-
strated with the Porte.    In vain the Austrian
consuls  at  the ports  threatened   the Turkish
authorities, who invariably protested their in-
ability to coerce the traders.    Yet, when several
months later,  a similar boycott was proposed
against Greece, during the heated controversy
over Crete, the Minister of the Interior issued
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